Thick lips, bumpy tongue, and slipped capital femoral epiphysis--a deadly combination.
Multiple endocrine neoplasia type 2b (MEN 2b) is a rare genetic disorder. Affected individuals have malignant thyroid tumors, pheochromocytoma, and ganglioneuromatosis. The musculoskeletal manifestations of MEN 2b include a Marfanoid habitus, pes cavus, scoliosis, slipped capital femoral epiphysis, joint laxity, poor muscle development, and delayed maturation. The initial clinical presentation of MEN 2b frequently involves the musculoskeletal system. The characteristics ganglioneuromatosis of the lips and tongue, however, should alert the orthopedic surgeon to the underlying disorder. Effective treatment of the malignant neoplasms hinges on early diagnosis. The risk of perioperative hypertensive crisis is significant; it may be prevented by appropriate treatment of the pheochromocytoma.